Commencement Address

Good afternoon, Brother President Mann, representatives from the board of
Trustees and Regents, faculty, staff, family, friends and guests and the graduating
class of 2009.

In September, 2004, when | started my graduate work, | thanked God for
my good fortune to have the opportunity to study at St. Mary’s. However, | never
thought that | would have the honor to be standing here. Today, | would like to
thank God, again, for my good fortune to join the Alumni of St. Mary’s and speak on
behalf of the graduates.

I learned many things from St. Mary’s, most of which would have never
been learned in Japan. First of all, I acquired from classes at St. Mary’s valuable
knowledge and skills, both educational and interpersonal, that I can apply to my
job. I am vice principal of a private high school in Okinawa, Japan. | came to St.
Mary’s with 20 years of educational experience. One of the reasons | decided to
study at St. Mary’s was to find ways to reform my school into a new institution
which would be able to provide students with a well-balanced education. St.
Mary’s served my purposes better than | had expected, for which | am grateful.

Second, | learned from St. Mary’s professors that intellect, rigorousness, and
warmth are what it takes to be a good educator. To teach, you must have high
intellect. You must be rigorous to make sure your students have learned what they
have to learn. Warmth is what you need to encourage students and keep them
going.

From my friends at St. Mary’s, | learned that what is essential for friendship,
whether mono-cultural or cross-cultural, is not language fluency but mutual respect.
I encountered many classmates of different cultures. We worked together, helped
each other, learned from each other, joked with each other, and respected each
other. | would not have survived my doctoral work without help from them. Sadly,
most of my jokes fell flat. However, thanks to this awareness of mutual respect, it is
now much easier for me to develop friendly and fruitful relationships with all kinds
of people regardless of culture. This includes my wife, of course.

I believe that it is our task, as St. Mary’s graduates, to contribute to our
society, in other words, to make both ourselves and the people around us happy.

I would like to conclude my speech by presenting you with a popular
Okinawan saying: Ichariba, Chodeh, meaning: Once our paths cross, we are all
brothers and sisters. Thank you very much.
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